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After 125 years of service as a church we may well say with the Psalmist, 
“What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me?” (Psalm 116:12) 


We acknowledge that the church of Jesus Christ is born of God; nurtured 
in the hearts of believers; and brought to fruit through the love, labor and service 
of a worshipping group of those re- 
deemed by His finished work. 


We praise God that He has brought 
us through these 125 years safely in 
carrying out the great commission of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We express our 
gratitude to the many for the sacrifices 
and services which they have so unsel- 
fishly rendered, laboring untiringly and 
faithfully to make the First Presbyterian 
Church of DuPage the beacon light 
which it is in this community. Some 
have gone on to glory; others have 
moved to various places to be a living 
testimony to their Lord. 


There have been many evidences of 
God's presence in the lives of our people 
and we praise Him for His guidance through the years we have been privileged 
to serve Him in this church. Our witness has.reached to all races and creeds and 
nations of the earth. 


As we enter these next 125 years, may I, on behalf of the congregation of the 
First Presbyterian Church of DuPage, extend a welcome to all its members and 
friends to participate in this anniversary of the founding of this church. May this 
church always be a haven for the worship of our Lord Jesus Christ; may it bring 
inspiration to the discouraged, strength to the weak, comfort to the sorrowing, 
instruction to those willing to learn, and dedication in our daily witness. 


May we and our posterity always remember that we are laborers together 
with Him and as we wait upon His filling and guiding by the Holy Spirit, we 
shall always be a real witness and testimony to our Lord and Savior. 


The God and Father of our Lord Jesus bless each one of you richly. 


Yours for a better and more faithful church, 
Arnold C. Buol, Pastor 
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FIRST SETTLEMENTS IN THE PARISH 


The name DuPage comes from a French hunter and trapper named DuPazhe 
who settled at the junction of the east and west branches of the river that now 
bears his name at the beginning of the 19th century. Here he built a trading post 
consisting of log huts enclosed in a stockade. This was the first settlement of any 
importance in this locality. 


In the spring of 1830 came the next settlers into this neighborhood—Stephen 
and Willard Scott, Ralph Stowell, and Pearce Hawley. They settled, as DuPazhe had 
earlier done, at the junction of the two branches of the DuPage. This junction has 
been variously known as The Forks, Scott’s Settlement, and Fountaindale. 


The old County of Cook, of which this area was then a part, was organized 
early in 1831. It embraced the territory now covered by the Counties of Lake, Mc- 
Henry, DuPage, Cook, Will, Kankakee, and Iroquois. Up to this time no church 
organization had been effected hereabouts, or for that matter, in any part of north- 
eastern Illinois. However, credit for the first religious services in this vicinity 
belongs to the Methodists. for its was at the home of the above-named Pearce Hawley, 
a Methodist, that such services were first conducted. 


The vanguard of those hardy, God-fearing men and women who were to organize 
the DuPage Church began to arrive in 1831. These included Israel P. Blodgett, Rob- 
ert Strong, Henry Boardman, Seth Wescott, Leister Peet, Samuel Goodrich, and 
John Dudley. Then early in 1832, before the outbreak of the Blackhawk War, came 
Rev. Isaac Scarrett, Capt. John Barber, Isaac Clark, and Simon Ferrill, And thus we 
see how a great stream of settlers was beginning to flow from the eastern States 
to these wonderlands of the prairies. 


But the breaking out of the Blackhawk War, in the spring of 1832, naturally 
filled the minds of the settlers with alarm, and for several months prevented their 
friends in the East from joining them. Blackhawk was a Sauk Indian warrier who 
believed that his tribe had been wrongfully deprived of their lands. In March of 
1832 he appeared in Illinois with 1000 warriors, all in war paint, The alarm of the 
settlers in this locality was increased by the horrid massacre of 15 of the settlers on 
Indian Creek on May 21, 1832. Most of them fled hastily to Fort Dearborn for the 
short duration of the fighting. Blackhawk surrendered late in August, 1832 after his 
warriors were practically annihilated in a battle at Bad Axe River in Wisconsin, and 
the settlers returned to their homes and their crops. 


The hickory log schoolhouse, around which were gathered many happy memories 
of those early days, was built late in the fall of 1832. It was located about two miles 
northeast of the present church site. This was the first public schoolhouse built in 
old Cook County, and was the property of the first organized public school district 
of that county. The organization of this district was effected mainly through the 
influence of Capt. Boardman, who was one of the first county commissioners of the 
county. Morgan Babcock was the first teacher. 


The following spring (1833) the community received a large addition to its 
members, among them the Rev. Nathaniel Cattlin Clark who, later that year, assisted 
in the organization of the DuPage Presbyterian Church. 


However, some time before the arrival of the Rev. N. C. Clark, the Rev. Aratas 
Kent, a Presbyterian missionary who was on his way by horseback from Galena, 
Illinois to Chicago, stopped in the DuPage community and preached in the “Old 
Hickory” schoolhouse, where the DuPage Presbyterian Church later was organized. 
No doubt the residents of the community expressed the desire to be organized into 
a church and it is very likely that Rev. Kent informed the Rev. Jeremiah Porter in 
Chicago of this fact, It is of interest to note here also that a Sunday School was 
established by Robert Strong in the home of Israel P. Blodgett approximately two 
years before the DuPage Church was organized. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH IN 1833 


The following narrative of the organization of the DuPage Church is copied 
directly from the original sessional records, which incidentally are complete from 
the very beginning of the Church to the present day: “By a request of a number of 
persons at DuPage to be organized into a church of Christ, the Rev. Jeremiah 
Porter, the Rev. N. C. Clark, Missionaries for this County and the Rev. C. W. Babbit 
from Tazewell County met and after prayer and some appropriate remarks proceeded 
to examine credentials of applicants. The following named persons were received by 
letter, viz, Israel P. Blodget, Avici Blodget, Lucetta Barber, Robert Strong, Caroline 
W. Strong, Constant Abbot, Isaac Clark, Clarissa R. Clark, Leister Peet, Henry H. 
Goodrich, Thankful S. Goodrich, Eliza S. Goodrich, Samuel Goodrich, Lydia Good- 
rich, Pomroy Goodrich, Lucy M. Goodrich.” Articles of faith were adopted, with a 
solemn covenant that the members would walk and work together in the fellowship 
of the gospel. The members then proceeded to the election of elders. Isaac Clark 
(brother of Rev. N. C. Clark), Pomroy Goodrich, and Leister Peet were duly elected 
to that office. This preliminary meeting was held in the “Old Hickory” schoolhouse, 
mentioned above, on Saturday, July 13, 1833, eighteen days after the organization 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Chicago. 


On the next day the schoolhouse could not hold the multitude as the people 
from all the settlements round about came together for worship. The meeting was 
therefore held a few rods away, beneath the grateful shade of the oak and hickory 
trees. 


Quoting again from the sessional records, “After a sermon and other religious 
exercises, the above-named brethren were solemnly ordained with prayer and the 
imposition of hands to the office of ruling elders. The church was then declared duly 
organized.” Sarah and Eunice Peet, sisters of Leister, were received as members, 
with Prudence Smith from Walker’s Grove (now Plainfield). The sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper was then administered to about 40 communicants. The service was 
closed with singing and the benediction. The records state that “the meetings were 
solemn and the divine presence to some degree manifested.” Thus one hundred and 
twenty five years ago was born the First Presbyterian Church of DuPage, the second 
oldest church of any denomination within the territory of old Cook County. 


Of that occasion Rev. Jeremiah Porter wrote, “It was a cheering scene. Few had 
dared to expect such a scene at this early period in the settlement of our frontier. 
The grain of mustard seed will, we trust, become a great tree, so that the multitudes 
shall yet rest under its delightful shade.” Interesting sidelights on that first meeting 
of the newly organized church were given by Rev. Edwin R. Davis in a sermon 
preached on the occasion of the Church’s fiftieth anniversary. “What a meeting was 
that held in God’s own temple on that never to be forgotten Holy Day of rest and 
sweet Christian communion! The memorable scenes and events of that day, are 
fitted to inspire the readiest pencil of the rarest genius! The attentive and reverent 
manner of the people, clad in the simple dress of those early days, their mingled 
voices of praise bearing the incense of grateful hearts to heaven, the Ministers of the 
Lord Jesus, as they quietly move about among them in their holy ministrations, 
offering to them the bread and wine of Gospel Sacrament, the grand trees with 
their beautiful adornments of richest green, the shimmering waters of the river, half 
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hidden by the tall grass, glimpses of the distant prairie seen through the openings 
of the forest, and nearby a group of Indians who look on with wondering gaze, 
watching in silence the worship of their white brothers—all these things combined, 
make such a picture as no walled temple reared by the art of man can possibly 
represent! Fittest place, on such a day, for such a company to worship God!” 


There apparently were denominational differences in the community from the 
very inception of the DuPage Church. On August 29, 1833 the first session meeting 
held after the organization of the church relates that the elders “consulted as to the 
expediency of adopting the Congregational mode of church government.” A com- 
mittee appointed at this time to make a canvass reported on November 29, 1833 that 
the church already organized preferred its Presbyterian form of government, but 
that a majority of those interested in church work, but not yet affiliated with any 
church, preferred the Congregational form. This latter group finally prevailed for 
on May 2, 1834 it was resolved that the form of government be changed and on the 
first of August in the same year, the church officially adopted the Congregational 
form of government and made its ruling elders its deacons. 


In striving for an explanation of why the DuPage Church almost overnight 
experienced a change of heart, as it were, and became Congregational, one must go 
back to New England for the answer. T. C. Pease, a historian, in referring to Con- 
gregationalists and Presbyterians of that section, relates the following: “Congrega- 
tionalism, the state church in New England, at first spread but slowly outside. To 
check a Presbyterian invasion of New England, the Congregationalists virtually 
surrendered the newer west to Presbyterians.” Rev. Edwin R. Davis, in his sermon 
mentioned above, said, “It stands as a fact, in the early history of this state, that the 
leading Congregational ministers of the East advised, in those early times, the 
organization of the new churches in Illinois as Presbyterian in their form of govern- 
ment.” When DuPage organized as a Presbyterian church there were a goodly num- 
ber who would not abide by this form of government. Many, on the contrary, not 
only refused to become members, but they also left no stone unturned until it had 
been changed to the Congregational form of government. Elder Isaac Clark was a 
prime mover in effecting this change. Nor was the DuPage Church alone in this 
respect. Frederick Kuhns in Congregational Church in Illinois lists fourteen Illinois 
Congregational churches that were founded between 1830 and 1844 as Presbyterian. 


Rev. N. C. Clark had the principal care of the church for three years after its for- 
mation, but did not always supply the pulpit personally because of missionary work 
in nearby communities. Because the members came from several different settle- 
ments, services were held alternately “on the first and fifth Sabbath of each month 
near the pastors house, on the second and fourth in the neighborood of Capt. Joseph 
Naper, and on the third in the neighborhood of Luther Hatch (Lisle).” During the 
summer of 1837 tent meetings were held in Naperville, probably at the urging of 
Isaac Clark who desired the removal of the DuPage Church to that community. Rev. 
Davis gives reasons for this proposed change in his 50th anniversary sermon when 
he bluntly described conditions in Naperville at that time. “This place in early days 
was notorious for its wickedness. Intemperance, profanity, Sabbath breaking, and 
infidelity abounded in it. And Mr. Clark wanted the church to go to that dark place 
and there let its light shine! .. . Brother Clark desired to save the people of Naper- 
ville from the calamity of becoming barbarians!” 
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The Rev. Jonathan G. Porter (who should not be confused with the Rev. Jeremiah 
Porter, one of the founders of the DuPage Church) became the Rev. N. C. Clark’s 
successor that same summer (1837). Rev. Porter was a Presbyterian, and though the 
church was now Congregational, he was installed by the Presbytery of Ottawa, and 
when he wished dismissal in 1840, the Presbytery was called upon to dissolve the 
pastoral relationship. It was during his pastorate that preaching services were held 
in the Naperville schoolhouse beginning in July, 1838. 


The services of Rev. J. G. Porter proved to be very acceptable, for the old school- 
house soon could not accommodate all the worshippers. It was decided to build no 
later than the following spring. James Towner, William Smith, Isaac Clark, Josiah 
Strong, and Samuel Goodrich were chosen as a committee to make all the necessary 
arrangements. But the committee could make very little headway because of dis- 
agreement among the members. No decided majority favored any one building site. 
The different factions wisely compromised by placing the matter into the hands of a 
Congregational council made up of delegates from neighboring churches. This coun- 
cil advised that Naperville be made the center of worship. In agreement with this 
advice the society met in that village on May 30, 1839 and organized the First Con- 
gregational Church of Naperville, Illinois The next year Rev. J. G. Porter was 
succeeded as pastor by the Rev. John H. Prentiss. 


The members of the church had always upheld strict beliefs regarding dancing 
and the use of alcoholic beverages. They soon gave evidence of their belief in temper- 
ance. Among the resolutions adopted during the first few months after the organiza- 
tion was one to “totally abstain from the manufacture, traffic, and use of ardent 
spirits, and from furnishing them on any occasion, except for medicinal, chemical, 
or mechanical purpose.” And at a meeting on April 30, 1841, after discussing such 
problems, the following resolution was passed, “Resolved that hereafter we will 
wholly dispense with the use of alcoholic wine for sacramental purposes and sub- 
stitute therefor the unfermented juice of the raisin.” 


At a meeting on November 5, 1841, another interesting affair occurred. It was 
resolved at that time to set aside a day of thanksgiving. There is no record of one 
being held until December 8, 1842, but this is believed to have been the first public 
Day of Thanksgiving in the county. 


The records thus far show that the majority opinion favored the Congregational 
form of government, while the opinion as to the location of the church seems to have 
been more evenly divided. One group, after a more than four-year tryout of the 
Congregational form in Naperville, still favored a Presbyterian church in the com- 
munity that first claimed it. 
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REORGANIZATION IN 1844 


The population of the neighborhood where the DuPage Church had originated 
had increased considerably during the years that the Church had moved to Naper- 
ville. Josiah B. Wightman and Warren W. Boughton arrived in 1838. In 1844 Robert 
Clow and five sons arrived — Robert Jr., Adam, William, James, and Thomas — and 
settled here. A sixth son, John H., arrived later. Mungo Patterson also arrived in 
1844. 

A goodly number favored the re-establishment of the original Presbyterian 
Church at or near its first site. Consequently on January 6, 1844, the first steps were 
taken towards this end when twelve persons requested and received their letters of 
dismission from the First Congregational Church of Naperville. As for the actual 
reorganization the sessional records speak for themselves: “On the 9th day of March, 
A.D. 1844, several persons, members of the Congregational Church of Naperville 
and of other churches, met at the schoolhouse in DuPage and on presenting their let- 
ters were organized into a church by the Rev. Romulus Barnes and Rev. Orange 
Lyman.” The names of those present as the first members of this reorganization are 
Samuel Goodrich, Lydia Goodrich, Robert Strong, Caroline Strong, Francis E. 
Towner, Lyman Meacham, Reuben W. Smith, Sybel Boughton, Warren W. Boughton, 
Mary Boughton, Robert Freeman, and Adaline Freeman. 


Samuel Goodrich, Robert Strong, and Robert Freeman were elected as ruling 
elders and were installed the following day (Sunday, March 10, 1844) when com- 
munion was also celebrated. Incidentally, this reorganization took place in the new 
schoolhouse located a few rods east of Old Hickory. 


At a session meeting held May 26, 1844 elder Strong was appointed as delegate 
to the meeting of Ottawa Presbytery to be held in Joliet May 28, 1844, at which 
meeting he was to petition Presbytery to receive the reorganized First Presbyterian 
Church of DuPage back into the fold of Presbyterianism. Later that same year Rev. 
Jonathan G. Porter returned to become pastor of this reorganized former parish. The 
return of this beloved pastor was an assurance that the DuPage Church would suc- 
ceed. 

Every page of the records of session gives evidence of the rapid growth of the 
church. Session sometimes met as often as twice a week and new members were 
added to the church roll at nearly every meeting. Most of these members were re- 
ceived on confession of faith. Mungo Patterson, Sr. recorded in his diary on Septem- 
ber 7, 1845: “With this Sabbath ends the first year of Mr. Porter’s stated preaching in 
this place . . . The prospects of the church are cheering, the members have more 
than doubled within the year . . . not one opportunity has presented itself without 
some new members joining.” 


In 1847 the DuPage church was privileged to be the host for the founding of a 
new Presbytery. “The Presbytery of Chicago had its beginning, not in the young, 
boisterous, then malodorous, city whose name it bears, but out in the peaceful, quiet, 
countryside, in a schoolhouse used by the DuPage Church .. . Here the Presbytery 
had its first meeting, October 12 and 13, 1847.” So states John F. Lyons in his Cen- 
tennial Sketch of ithe History of the Presbytery of Chicago. Six churches were repre- 
sented by the nine ministers in attendance. 


The year 1847 also witnessed the first plans towards building a permanent 
church building. At a meeting held September 25, 1847 the congregation decided as 
follows: “On motion the meeting resolved, first that it is expedient to build a 
house of worship, second that we will appoint a committee of seven to select a suit- 
able place to locate said house.” However, no construction took place for several 
years. The above committee reported on a suitable site which was accepted and then 
rejected at a later meeting. Further committees were also established for the same 
purpose of establishing a site upon which the sanctuary could be built, but no con- 
crete action was undertaken. Then in 1849, greatly to the sorrow of the people, Rev. 
J. G. Porter accepted a call from the church at Wilmington, and removed to that 
place. Rev. William R. Downs was for two years his successor. 
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Efforts continued to find a site for the church. Services were held alternately 
at the east and west schoolhouses. Evidently the church site question had become so 
acute that it threatened to disrupt the church. The compromise of meeting alter- 
nately in the two schoolhouses proved to be of no avail for the east group finally 
organized the First Congregational Church of Barber’s Corners on May 6, 1851. 


No doubt the organization of this new church proved that the Congregational 
leaven was still at work in the east end of the community, but one can easily read 
between the lines that this new organization was less a matter of denominationalism 
and more a matter of expediency. Later transactions prove that the new organization 
was to be considered as an ultimatum similar to the following: Build in accordance 
with our wishes or we will withdraw and build to suit our own convenience. Only 
some such ulterior motive can logically be given for the first act of the new society. 
No sooner had the organization been completed when it was decided to meet with the 
First Presbyterian Church for the purpose of uniting the two societies ‘on the basis 
of the accommodation plan.” 


At a meeting of both groups May 11, 1851 the two churches were united into one, 
which organization would continue under the name of the First Presbyterian Church 
of DuPage. However, in accordance with Congregational polity all members were to 
“have a voice in the reception of candidates into the church,” also in case of a church 
trial the accused was to be tried in accordance with his own wish, either by Session 
(the Presbyterian method) or by the whole congregation (the Congregational 
method). A final resolution was to the effect that the society “may send delegates to 
the Fox River Union and to Presbytery.” The Presbyterian group elected Robert 
Strong, Robert Freeman, and Samuel Goodrich as elders while the other group 
elected Lyman Meacham and Simon D. Clark as deacons. 


The united group finally decided on a building site. The land on which the church 
was built was leased to the trustees of the DuPage Church and their successors, by 
Reuben W. Smith, for the rental of one peppercorn per annum. There were certain 
restrictions in this lease, such as maintaining services in the building and erecting a 
high board fence which must be kept in repair. This lease was drawn on November 
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18, 1852 and recorded in the Courthouse in Joliet on March 3, 1853. Chicago _Pres- 
bytery met in the new building February 24, 1853, when the same was dedicated 
and the new pastor Rev. Charles L. Bartlett, who had begun his labors there in 
September, 1851, was installed. The church stands today on the site chosen at that 
time. 


One wonders about the success of this union enterprise. At the outset all seemed 
to be most promising. The two groups now were united and not working at cross 
purposes. Also, a church site had finally been chosen and the new building had been 
dedicated. Thus the society seems to have gotten away to a good start, but the going 
appears to have been rather heavy. (Quote) “At a meeting held at the meeting 
house in DuPage by the church in April 1854, the following resolution was passed: 
That our intercourse in many respects with each other in times past has been un- 
christianlike for which we are sorry and we now pledge ourselves to let bygones be 
bygones, and by the help of God endeavor to cherish love and watch over and pray 
for one another.” (Unquote) 


During this period of the church’s history trials were common. In fact the above 
quotation is immediately followed by six and one-half pages, all of which are de- 
voted to one such trial. Members were tried for misconduct during worship, for 
failure to obey church ordinances, or for misconduct in the home. Unless the offend- 
ers appeared before Session and acknowledged guilt they were suspended and 
restored only upon repentance. To an unholy extent each believed himself to be his 
brother’s keeper. The records show that few of the accused and none of the con- 
victed ever were restored again to membership. 


In 1854 Rev. C. L. Bartlett was honored by being elected Moderator of Chicago 
Presbytery, the only pastor to be so honored while a minister at the DuPage Church 
to the present day, although it should be noted that previously, in 1849, Rev. Jona- 
than G. Porter had been elected Moderator very shortly after leaving the DuPage 
Church for Wilmington. 


During the years 1857 to 1864 the church was pastorless. In 1864 Rev. Jonathan 
G. Porter again took up the burden that he had laid down some fifteen years before. 
The purchase of 5.48 acres of land, including that on which the church stood; the 
building of an addition to the church, including a steeple; and the first steps toward 
the building of a parsonage in 1870; all testify that Mr. Porter was both a talented 
preacher and a capable organizer. 


An interesting description of the church during this period is included in a letter 
written October 25, 1875 by Agnes Patterson. “We had a meeting yesterday in the 
church for the first time since it was fixed, it looks splendid. There is quite a large 
steeple which adds a good deal to the looks on the outside. I think the church is 
about 20 feet longer than it was. The ceiling is plastered new and the walls are 
papered, the wood work is painted white. The choir is in the southeast corner at 
the south end of the platform, the floor is raised about a foot with a black walnut 
railing around it. The pulpit and choir are carpeted with a red and black carpet, and 
the aisles are covered with a kind of matting. There are two chandeliers in the 
center with four lamps on each. Behind the pulpit there are three brackets with 
three lamps on each. The pulpit is covered with heavy red cloth trimmed with 
fringe and tassels. The church was crowded to overflowing yesterday.” 


A most unusual event during the pastorate of Mr. Porter was the organization 
of the DuPage Y.M.C.A. early in 1873. 'The organizers, of whom Mr. W. H. Patterson 
was most prominent, were actuated by a desire to promote Evangelical religion 
among the young men. In the entire history of the Y.M.C.A. movement this, no doubt, 
was the first branch to be organized in the open country. The outstanding achieve- 
ment of this organization was a series of comp meetings held in J. B. King’s Grove 
August 19, 20, and 21, 1874. Among the speakers were Moody, D. W. Whittle, Sankey, 
and Major Cole. As a result of these meetings a group of sixteen on October 3, 
1874 professed their faith in Christ and were received into the full communion of 
the Church. Adam Patterson, who later served as an elder for 30 years, was a mem- 
ber of this group. 
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Unfortunately this proved to be the last pastorate for Rev. Jonathan G. Porter, 
as the infirmities of old age compelled him to resign at the end of 1878. The manse 
was built before the arrival of Rev. Thomas Burnet who was the first to occupy it. 
He succeeded Rev. Porter in 1880. The present Women’s Missionary Society was be- 
gun in that year under the leadership of Mrs. Burnet. A group picture taken of this 
organization in 1902 is shown below. 


THE WOMEN'S” MISSJONARY SOCIETY, 1902 
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In the minutes of session under the date of January 6, 1883 the following is writ- 
ten, “The pastor presented a petition of several churches in this Presbytery that this 
church should join with them in a request to the Synod of Illinois to set us off from 
this Presbytery to the Presbytery of Ottawa. After consideration of the matter it was 
unanimously voted not to comply with the request.” 


It was with great sadness and a sense of deep personal loss that the people of 
the DuPage Church learned of the death on February 14, 1883 at Fort Scott, Kansas 
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of Rev. Jonathan G. Porter who had served the church for a total of nearly tweniy- 
five years in three separate pastorates. A special memorial service was held to honor 
his memory on March 4, 1883 after his burial in the family plot in the Naperville 
cemetery on February 17. 


The fiftieth anniversary of the First Presbyterian Church of DuPage was fit- 
tingly observed on Sunday, July 15, 1883 with services both morning and afternoon. 
The four clergymen participating in these services were Rev. Edwin R. Davis, stated 
clerk of Chicago Presbytery, Rev. J. C. Meyers, pastor of the First Congregational 
Church of Naperville, Rev. Jeremiah Porter, one of the organizers of the church, and 
Rev. Thomas Burnet. Much valuable historical material on the DuPage Church, some 
of which is herein contained, is to be found in a printed copy of the sermon delivered 
by Rev. Davis during the morning service. During the afternoon service, Robert Pat- 
terson, superintendent of the Sunday School, read a historical paper on “Our Sunday 
School” and then in behalf of the school presented elder Robert Strong, the founder 
of the school and its superintendent for thirty-five years, with a beautiful portable 
bookcase and a few volumes of standard Looks as a testimonial of love and respect. 


The pastorate of Rev. Thomas Burnet came to a close August 14, 1885 when he 
passed away at Manitou Springs, Colorado where he had gone in pursuit of health. 
His remains were brought here and the funeral held in the DuPage Church where 
he had labored so faithfully for five years. Interment was in the United Presbyterian 
Church cemetery in West Wheatland. 


The church suffered another deep loss in the death on December 29, 1885 of 
elder Robert Strong. He was a charter member of the DuPage Church in 1833 and 
served as both an elder and clerk of session from the date of the reorganization in 
1844 to the date of his death. We have already noted his fine work with the Sunday 
School. 


Rev. James T. Ford was next called to the pastorate and began his duties early 
in 1887. In 1892 he was succeeded by Rev. O. D. Covert, who served for four years. 
Then in 1897 elder Robert Patterson began to supply the pulpit in a most satisfactory 
manner and continued so to act until his death January 15, 1900. 


J. G. Porter T. Burnet J. T. Ford O. D. Covert R. Patterson 
PASTORS OF DUPAGE CHURCH 
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ERECTION OF THE NEW BUILDING 


The next period of the history of the First Presbyterian Church of DuPage be- 
gins with the pastorate of Rev. Matthew Brown McNutt. Beginning his labors here 
immediately after graduation at McCormick Theological Seminary, he was ordained 
at an adjourned meeting of the Chicago Presbytery held in the DuPage Church July 
14, 1900, and was later formally installed as pastor May 23, 1902. Rev. McNutt began 
his pastorate at a most opportune time. All denominational differences had been 
ironed out, the church site problem had been solved, and now the church was ready, 
as never before, to give its undivided attention to real community service. The 141 
accessions in the 10 years from 1900 to 1910, the greatest number to be added to the 
roll in any decade of the church’s history, proved that the community was indeed 
ripe for the harvest. 


Rev. McNutt was prominently a young man’s pastor. His Young Men’s Bible 
Class grew until it passed the forty mark, and it proved to be a healthy growth. The 
class continually was up and doing. The following quotation from the sessional 
records dated September 6, 1908 is illuminating: “The Session expressed its approval 
of the Gospel meetings held in Mr. Breitweiser’s grove and in the chapel at Romeo 
by the Young Men’s Bible Class.” 


Other accomplishments that were brought about through the leadership of Rev. 
McNutt included the organization of a choir and gospel chorus, the holding of annual 
reunions of the congregation, the conducting of a regular concert and lecture series 
at the church, the encouragement of athletic competition among the local churches, 
the publishing of a bi-weekly church paper “Our Church Work,” and numerous 
others. The effect of this development of the DuPage Church in well-rounded com- 
munity endeavors was in a large part responsible for the renewed spiritual awaken- 
ing in the parish. 


The crowning event of Rev. McNutt’s pastorate was the building of a new 
auditorium adjoining and including the old structure. At a congregational meeting 
under the date of December 29, 1907 it was “Resolved: that it is the sense of this 
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PASTORS OF DUPAGE CHURCH 


1833 1958 


congregation that the time has come when a better church building is needed.” A 
committee appointed to investigate the matter further reported on February 22, 1908 
“Recommending a new building, with the understanding that no work was to be 
begun until all of the money was in sight, and that the church was not to exceed 
$10,000 in cost.” This recommendation was accepted and Rev. McNutt and Mr. H. B. 
Grommon were appointed to canvass the neighborhood for the necessary funds. On 
June 14, 1908 this committee reported that the sum of $8,900 was in sight. This sum 
included all amounts pledged by classes and other organizations plus an estimated 
value of the old church building. The following action was then taken: “That the 
congregation of the DuPage Presbyterian Church proceed to build a new church on 
the present site, and a committee be authorized and instructed to proceed with said 
building within one year from date, said church with furnishings and equipment 
complete in every particularly to cost in no event a sum to exceed the amount sub- 


scribed as pledged for the purpose on June 29, 1908. Said committee shall have 
authority to dispose of the present building.” 


Subsequent building events are best described by former elder Ray Carr in his 
Brief History of the DuPage Church: “The contract for the erection of the building 
was let to W. Herbert of Joliet for $6,707 which did not include the painting, dec- 
orating, glass, or furnishings. The work on the new church began August 17, 1908. It 
was found that the old church could be used to good advantage, as the lumber was 
sound and the structure in good condition otherwise. So it was decided to make a 
Sunday School apartment out of the old edifice, and build a new auditorium to the 
south and adjoining the old. The new addition to be 40 x 58 feet and seating 230 
people, with the entire building veneered with brick. The laying of the cornerstone 
took place Sunday morning, September 27, 1908 on the church lawn. The day was 
fair and there was a full representation of the congregation and surrounding com- 
munity present. The entire service was very impressive. Dr. A. C. Zenos of McCor- 
mick Theological Seminary gave the address, speaking on the theme, “The Pride and 
Pleasure of the Believer in a House of Worship.” All the services of the church were 
held in the DuPage Grange Hall until the new church was ready for occupancy.” 


The new building was dedicated May 30, 1909, the sermon being preached by Rev. 
Robert Yost of Central Presbyterian Church, Joliet, Illinois. Including donated labor 
and hauling, estimated at $1,000, the cosi with equipment amounted to $10,500. 
There was no soliciting at the service of dedication as the full amount was prac- 
tically subscribed before building began. 


Just a few months before the dedication of the new building the church suffered 
a keen loss in the death of elder Daniel Patterson. No doubt the absence of “Uncle 
Dan” detracted to no small extent from a full enjoyment of the happy occasion. Had 
not “Uncle Dan” been a member of DuPage Church for fifty-eight years and had he 
not as an elder served faithfully and sacrificially forty-one years! Very few know 
that year after year his contributions amounted to one-tenth of the church’s entire 
budget. 


Rev. McNutt’s service as pastor of a rural church were so outstanding that the 
department of Church and Country Life of our Home Mission Board persuaded him 
in May, 1912 to become pastor-at-large in an advisory capacity of all our rural 
churches. He, no doubt, led many a rural church to a happy solution of its problems. 
Prof. Kirn of North Central College supplied the pulpit until November 30, 1914, 
when Rev. Arthur Amy began his labors at DuPage. Rev. Amy labored with the 
utmost zeal for the advancement of the work of the church and devoted himself 
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faithfully and conscientiously to its interests. Physical disability compelled him to 
tender his resignation February 28, 1920. Prof. Kirn again served until the 1921 class 
of McCormick Seminary furnished a pastor in the person of Wylie F. Steen. Rev. 
Steen was installed June 27, 1922. A cornetist of no mean ability, Rev. Steen easily 
interested others in the organization of an orchestra. As an outstanding second 
baseman he led the DuPage Saturday afternoon baseball team to many a thrilling 
victory in the church baseball league. The Rev. R. L. Kortkamp succeeded Rev. 
Steen with a short pastorate. He was in turn followed by Rev. H. J. Wiegand who 
began his labors at DuPage in October, 1927. 


The congregation was saddened to learn of the death of elder Charles Firestein 
on August 29, 1928 after faithful service in that capacity for a period of over 41 years. 


In 1933, after nearly 5 years of planning and preparation, the one hundredth 
anniversary of the founding of the DuPage Church was observed with a memorable 
week long celebration. The Centennial services began on Sunday, July 9, when 
Rev. Wylie F. Steen brought the message at the morning worship service. That 
same evening a concert was presented at the Church by the Orchestra and Choir. 
On Wednesday afternoon, July 12, former members of the church were guests at 
a tea and program presented by the Women’s Missionary Society, and on Thursday 
evening, July 13, a pageant depicting the history of the DuPage Church was pre- 
sented. Friday, July 14, was Former Members Day, which featured a short address 
by Rev. Arthur Amy and an exhibition of relics and antiques. On Saturday, July 
15, Booth Tarkington’s play “Tweedles” was dramatized by the Union Dramatic 
Club. 


The closing services on Sunday, July 16, were highlighted by a message by 
Rev. M. B. McNutt during the morning worship hour, followed by an impressive 
service of re-dedication. The afternoon and evening services were held under the 
auspices of the Chicago Presbytery and featured talks by the present and past 
moderators of the Presbyery. 


Rev. Wiegand continued to serve the DuPage Church through the years of the 
depression and World War II which followed. During this period the church suffered 
a double loss in the deaths of its two senior elders—Adam S. Patterson, who died 
December 5, 1935 after 30 years of service as an elder, and George B. Boardman, 
who died April 5, 1938 after serving in that capacity for almost 33 years, 


When Rev. Wiegand left DuPage in June, 1945 it was after nearly 17 years 
of faithful service, the longest continuous pastorate in the history of the First 
Presbyterian Church of DuPage. He was followed by Richard Canfield who served 
as pastor for two years. Dr. Arnold C. Buol, the present pastor, began his labors 
at DuPage on January 16, 1948. 
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DUPAGE CHURCH TODAY 


The limitations of space prohibit a lengthy dissertation on the many organiza- 
tions and activities which are an integral part of the efforts of the DuPage Church 
to serve the community in all areas of life. However, a listing of them perhaps will 
give some insight into how the church endeavors to bring a religious element into 
everyday activities: Sunday School, Choir, DuPage Youth Group, Women’s Mission- 
ary Society, Young Ladies Missionary Society, Mother’s Circle, M & M Class, JOY 
Class, Bible study group, Daily Vacation Bible School, softball team, Family Night, 
Fourth of July Picnic, and Mother and Daughter Get-Together. 

That the DuPage Church today is in some measure succeeding with its task 
of continuing as a Lighthouse for Christianity in this community can be seen from 
the figures for average attendance in Sunday School for the past 10 years. From a 
low of 61 per Sunday in 1947, the average has climbed steadily to a 1957 figure of 
136 per Sunday. Nor does the DuPage Church confine its efforts to its own local 
area. The congregation has become increasingly missionary minded and liberally 
supports numerous Christian workers both here in America and abroad, some in 


whole and others in part. 
A few other statistics concerning the 


church may not be out of place here. 
During the 125 years of its history over 


900 members have been welcomed into 
the fellowship and covenant of the church, 
147 of whom are active members at the 
present time. The honor of being the old- 
est member goes to Mrs. Agnes F. (Patter- 
son) McPherson, 98, who first joined the 
DuPage Church on October 3, 1874. 


But what of the future, Only time 
will tell. And yet we know that the First 
Presbyterian Church of DuPage must con- 
tinue to serve in the same spirit as it has 
for the past 125 years. As this area con- 
tinues its recent population increase, and 
it certainly shall} the DuPage Church 
must offer these new families a suitable 
place for the worship of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Mrs. Agnes McPherson 
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Elders Pastors 
Isaac Clark ............ 1833-1834 N2GP Clarke enece aes 1833-1836 
Pomroy Goodrich ................1833-1834 Jonathan G. Porter .............. 1837-1840 
Leister Peet .............. _,...1833-1834 Vo 18K TERENCE ce ee 1840-1843 
Samuel Goodrich 1844- ? Jonathan G. Porter .............. 1844-1849 
Robert Freeman 0.0.0. 2.00... 1844-1852 William R. Downs ................ 1849-1851 
Robert Strong ......... estas 1844-1885 Charles L. Bartlett ............. 1851-1857 
Lawrence B. Anderson ........ 1855- ? Jonathan G. Porter ........... . 1864-1878 
Norton Eaton ..............0..0.-.. 1868-1883 Thomas Burnet ......... «+ 1880-1885 
Daniel Paterson 0.0.0.0... 1868-1909 James T. Ford .................... 1887-1891 
Robert Patterson 2.0.0.0... 1883-1900 O. D. Covert 2.2... 1892-1896 
Charles Firestein ..................1887-1928 Robert Patterson ................. 1897-1900 
William H. Patterson, Sr. ...1900-1906 Matthew B. McNutt .......... 1900-1912 
George B. Boardman ....... . 1905-1938 Arthur Amy... 1913-1920 
Adam S. Patterson ............... 1205-1935 Wylie F. Steen 0.02... 1921-1925 
Frank §. Cowles ................1906-1916 R. L. Kortkamp ............. .....1925-1927 
Frank Eaton ..........................1909-1922 Henry J. Wiegand ......... ...... 1927-1945 
John W. Patterson ............. 1925-1950 Richard Canfield ................. 1946-1947 
Ray L. Carr 2... 1925-1954 Amold C. Buol .................. 1948- 
George T. Patterson .......... .1936-1950 
Sterling J. Patterson ............1986- 
Thomas C. Patterson ......... 1936-1948 
George W. Firestein ......... 1939-1949 
Charles H. Woolley ...........1949-1950 
Harry D. Patterson ........... 1950- 
Robert E. Clow ......... ..... 1950-1956 
William A. Mather ............. 1951-1957 
Harry M. Clow, 20.0.0... 1951-1956 
James H. Clow ...00.. 00-0. 1953- 
James D. Bingle ..... ............. 1956- 
Otto B. Mueller 0.0 000... 1957- 


Basil R. Bennett ..... ......... 1957- 
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Schedule of Events 


FRIDAY, JULY 11, 1958 
8:00 p.m—Musical Program and Pageant depicting the 
history of the DuPage Church. 


SUNDAY, JULY 13, 1958 

10:00 a.m.—Sunday School. 

11:00 am.—Morning Worship Service. 
Speaker—Rev. Wylie F. Steen, Pastor at DuPage 
from 1921 to 1925. 

12:30 p.m.—Pot Luck Dinner. 

2:00 p.m.—Informal Fellowship and Visiting. 
Historical Relics on Exhibit. 

4:00 p.m.—Dedication of Historical Marker at the site of 
“Old Hickory’ Schoolhouse where the DuPage 
Church was founded. Speaker—Rev. R. L. Kort- 
kamp, Pastor at DuPage from 1925 to 1927. 

7:30 p.m.—Evening Service with the DuPage Youth Group 
in charge. Speaker—Rev. Richard Canfield, Pas- 
tor at DuPage during 1946 and 1947. 


125th Anniversary Committee 
Sterling Patterson, Chairman 
Agnes Boughton 
Joe Breitwieser 
James Bingle 


Dr. Arnold C. Buol 


Little Country Church 


by Daisy Higgins Worner 


Here's to the church by the side of the road, 
To the dear little church on the hill; 
To the country church with its silent call; 
To the manse, the fields, the trees and all; 
To its open arms, and the atmosphere 
Of love, and hope, and faith so clear; 
To the ones who come, and the ones who go; 
To the old time folks, and the folks we know; 
To the faithful who work, and wait, and pray, 
Who lighten the load along life's way; 
To the songs that float on the summer's air 


Of happy children gathered there. 


May God bless the church on the top of the hill, 
And the folks who try to do His will. 
As our many blessings pass in review, 


We pledge, little church, ourselves anew. 
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